
Healthcare Reform

When I first ran for Congress in 2006, I promised the people of the 24th Congressional District
that I would work to reform our nation's health care system. It's been my goal to pass a bill that
lowers costs for everyone who already has health insurance. At the same time, I've long
recognized the need to pass a bill that provides the millions of uninsured Americans, including
more than 139,000 uninsured individuals living in the 24th Congressional District, an opportunity
to purchase quality, affordable health insurance.  Without action, skyrocketing health care costs
will continue to add to our budget deficit and threaten the overall health of our economy.

  

When an attempt was made to rush a health care bill to a vote back in July, I stood up and said
that we were moving too quickly and I would vote against any health care bill until I had a
chance to talk face-to-face with my constituents about their health care reform priorities. Since
August, I have been a part of nearly 30 public forums, including 10 town hall meetings, across
the district. I have also held countless one-on-one meetings with health care professionals,
small business owners and concerned citizens to hear their stories and to learn more about how
the rising costs of health care are plaguing the finances of working families and damaging our
local economy.

  

When I returned to Washington, I fought non-stop to make sure the needs and priorities of the
people and small businesses I'm privileged to represent in Congress were included. After
several additional months of work and debate, the House of Representatives passed the
Affordable Health Care for America Act (H.R. 3962) with my support on November 7, 2009. The
Senate passed the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (H.R. 3590) on December 24,
2009.  
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Healthcare Reform

    Despite the intensity of the debate surrounding this issue, most Americans can agree that ournation's health care system is in dire need of repair. As this process moves forward, I willcontinue to work with my colleagues - Democrats and Republicans alike - to achieve meaningfulreforms based on the following key priorities:  Expanding Coverage        -   Coverage must be expanded to the millions of Americans - including more than 139,000uninsured individuals in the 24 th District - who currently do not have health insurance;      Making Insurance Affordable        -   Insurance must be more affordable for those who do have insurance. Today, medicalproblems account for roughly 60% of all personal bankruptcies;       Providing Stability and Peace of Mind        -   Insurance companies cannot be permitted to deny coverage based on previous illness orto take away coverage when the cost of care is deemed too great;       Preserving Choice        -   Despite reforms, patients must be allowed to keep their doctor and current healthinsurance plan if they are happy with the care they received;       Making Fiscally Responsible Reforms        -   Health care reform goals must be fully paid for and achieved without adding to the federalbudget deficit - as a member of the fiscally conservative Blue Dog coalition, this is of the utmostimportance to me; and,       Protecting and Strengthening Medicare Coverage for Seniors        -   I will not support a bill that in any way harms Medicare beneficiaries by reducing accessto care or increasing costs. In addition to protecting current coverage, we must remove theburden placed on seniors by fully closing the Medicare Part D prescription drug "Donut Hole."     More work has to be done before Congress can pass comprehensive health care legislation.However, after decades of failed attempts, I am proud to say that we are closer than ever toreaching that goal. Your comments have gone a long way in helping me prioritize whathealthcare measures are most important to Upstate New Yorkers and what reforms I should befighting for as we move forward. Please continue to share your thoughts with me by clicking thelink below.   
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